Proclamation
By the Governor of Alabama

WIHEREAS, the state of Alabama has provided significant leadership in the area of
community involvement in the education and well-being of our youth, grounded in the principle that
quality afterschool programs are Rey to fielping our children become successful adults; and

WHEREAS, during the COVID-19 pandemic, afterschool programs hiave risen to the moment
to support youth by: innovating to provide virtual programming to Keep Kids engaged; caring for
children of essential workers; providing meals and learning supports; checking in on youth and

Sfamilies’ wellbeing; and

WHEREAS, Lights On Afterschool, the national celebration of afterschool programs held
this year on October 28, 2021, promotes the importance of quality afterschool programs in the lives of
children, families and communities; and

WHEREAS, 19.4 million families report that they would enroll their child in an afterschool
program if one were available; and

WHEREAS, many afterschool programs across the country are facing operating challenges
and funding shortfalls so severe that they are being forced to close their doors and turn off their lights;
and

WHEREAS, the state of Alabama is committed to investing in the health and safety of all
young people by providing expanded learning opportunities that will felp close the achievement gap
and prepare young people to compete in the global economy;

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Kay Ivey, Governor of Alabama, do hereby proclaim October 28,
2021, as

Lights On Afterschool Day

in the state of Alabama.

Given Under My Hand and the Great Seal of the
Office of the Governor at the State Capitolin the City
of Montgomery on the 28" day of October 2021.

ou, Jrey

Kay I'vey, Gopernor




