Proclamation
By the Governor of Alabama

WHEREAS, strong family relationships constitute the foundation of our community; and

WHEREAS, alienating behaviors are frequently seen in high-conflict divorces, separations

and asymmetrical custody arrangements but can occur in intact marriages; and

WHEREAS, Parental Alienation is a term used to describe any number of behaviors and
attitudes on the part of one parent, both parents or third party designed to interfere, damage or
destroy the relationship a child has with their other parent; and

WHEREAS, Parental Alienation deprives children of their right to freely love and be loved
by both parents, their extended families and robs children of their sense of security; and

WHEREAS, the recently published Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of Mental Disorders
(DSM-5) made several references to the dysfunctional family dynamic of alienation to be a form of
psychological child abuse; and

WHEREAS, approximately 40,000 Alabama children a year experience court ordered
visitation with one parent for only two to six days a month; and

WHEREAS, Parental Alienation Prevention Week is intended to increase the Knowledge and
understanding of this problem to help Alabamians, institutions, the legal and mental health
community and leaders to better identify and combat parental alienation;

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Kay Ivey, Governor of Alabama, do hereby proclaim April 19 - 25,
2020, as

Parental Alienation

Awareness Week.

in the state of Alabama.

Given Under My Hand and the Great Seal of the
Office of the Governor at the State Capitolin the City
of Montgomery on the 5% day of March 2020.
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Kay Ivey, Gopernor




