Proclamation
By the Governor of Alabama

WHEREAS, it is important to educate communities and employers about the competencies, capabilities and
rights of young people with disabilities who are maRing the transition from teenager to adult; and

WHEREAS, individuals with disabilities are contributing and valued residents of Alabama who exercise
meaningful personal choices as family members, employees, residents, volunteers, consumers and friends; and

WHERFEAS, opportunities for leadership, self-determination and service learning help youth with disabilities
abolish barriers to employment and full participation in their communities and dispel any discrimination or prejudice which
might confront them; and

WHEREAS, the state of Alabama provides transition services, as mandated in the Individuals with Disabifities
Act and the Rehabilitation Act, to prepare these students to exit secondary school capable of achieving independent and
productive lives; and

WHEREAS, representatives of Alabama’s human service systems fiave formed the State Interagency Transition
Team to support continuous quality improvement in services provided to students and_families, consistent with respect_for
individual dignity, personal preferences and cultural differences; and

WHEREAS, the Alabama Department of Education, the Alabama Department of Rehabilitation Services and
the Alabama Department of Mental Health develop the necessary services, supports and opportunities for youth and young
adults with disabifities to attain full inclusion and a self-determined quality of life; and

WHEREAS, the Auburn Transition Leadership Institute — within Auburn University’s College of Education
and Department of Special Education, Rehabilitation and Counseling — provides research, outreach and instruction

services addressing policy and practice issues in transition, and annually in March provides professional development for
service providers and personal development for students and families through the Alabama Transition Conference;

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Kay Ivey, Governor of Alabama, do hereby proclaim March 2020, as

Transition_Awareness Month for

Youth and Young Adults with
Disabilities

in the state of Alabama.
Given Under My Hand and the Great Seal of the

Office of the Governor at the State Capitolin the City
of Montgomery on the 4 day of February 2020.
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Kay Ivey, Gopernor




