
STATE AIRCRAFT USAGE BY GOVERNOR KAY IVEY                                            

AND GOVERNOR’S STAFF – Third Quarter 2017 

 

Date of departure:  July 10 

Destination:  Perdido Beach 

Purpose: Electric Cities of Alabama Annual Meeting 

Passengers:  Governor Ivey; EPO; Confidential Assistant Catherine Gayle Thrash; Digital Media 

Director Gina Maiola; Photographer Jamie Martin 

Date of return: July 10 

 

Date of departure:  July 13 

Destination:  Rhode Island 

Purpose: NGA 

Passengers:  Governor Ivey; Chief of Staff Steve Pelham; Confidential Assistant Catherine 

Gayle Thrash; Press Secretary Daniel Sparkman; EPO 

Date of return: July 16 

 

Date of departure:  July 18 

Destination:  Jasper 

Purpose: Community Meeting in Jasper 

Passengers:  Governor Ivey; EPO; Confidential Assistant Catherine Gayle Thrash; 

Communication Director Josh Pendergrass; Associate Director of Communication and Digital Media 

Lori Jhons; Photographer Jamie Martin 

Date of return: July 18 

 

Date of departure:  July 19 

Destination:  Dothan 

Purpose: Community Meeting 

Passengers:  Governor Ivey; EPO; Confidential Assistant Catherine Gayle Thrash; Press 

Secretary Daniel Sparkman; Digital Media Director Gina Maiola; Photographer Jamie Martin 

Date of return: July 19 

 

Date of departure:  July 21 

Destination:  Mobile 

Purpose: Alabama Bankers Association Banking School Graduation 

Passengers:  Governor Ivey; EPO; Confidential Assistant Catherine Gayle Thrash; Press 

Secretary Daniel Sparkman; Digital Media Director Gina Maiola; Photographer Jamie Martin 

Date of return: July 21 

 

Date of departure:  July 24 

Destination: Point Clear   

Purpose: EDAA Summer Conference 

Passengers: Governor Ivey; EPO; Confidential Assistant Catherine Gayle Thrash; Press 

Secretary Daniel Sparkman; Associate Director of Communication and Digital Media Lori Jhons; 

Photographer Sydney Foster   



Date of return: July 24 

 

Date of departure:  July 26 

Destination:  Birmingham 

Purpose: Strong Start, Strong Finish Initiative Kickoff 

Passengers:  Governor Ivey; EPO; Confidential Assistant Catherine Gayle Thrash; 

Communication Director Josh Pendergrass; Photographer Sydney Foster 

Date of return: July 26 

 

Date of departure:  July 31 

Destination:  Perdido Beach; Monroeville 

Purpose: Perdido Beach: Alabama Sheriff’s Association Meeting; Alabama Chief of Police 

Association Meeting; Monroeville: Groundbreaking of Sterling Packaging, LLC 

Passengers:  Governor Ivey; EPO; Confidential Assistant Catherine Gayle Thrash; Press 

Secretary Daniel Sparkman; Digital Media Director Gina Maiola; Photographer Sydney Foster 

Date of return: July 31 

 

Date of departure:  August 1 

Destination:  Birmingham 

Purpose: Rainbow Omega Fundraising Dinner 

Passengers:  Governor Ivey; EPO; Confidential Assistant Catherine Gayle Thrash; Chief of Staff 

Steve Pelham, Press Secretary Daniel Sparkman; Photographer Jamie Martin 

Date of return: August 1 

 

Date of departure:  August 2 

Destination:  Hartford 

Purpose: Groundbreaking of Air Performance 

Passengers:  Governor Ivey; EPO; Confidential Assistant Catherine Gayle Thrash; 

Communication Director Josh Pendergrass; Associate Director of Communication and Digital Media 

Lori Jhons; Photographer Sydney Foster 

Date of return: August 2 

 

Date of departure:  August 3 

Destination:  Cadiz, Kentucky 

Purpose: Delta Regional Authority Board Meeting 

Passengers: Director of ADECA Kenneth Boswell 

Date of return: August 3 

 

Date of departure:  August 4 

Destination:  Florence/ Muscle Shoals 

Purpose: Florence/ Muscle Shoals Community Meeting 

Passengers:  Governor Ivey; Confidential Assistant Catherine Gayle Thrash; Director of 

ADECA Kenneth Boswell; Press Secretary Daniel Sparkman; Scheduling Coordinator Andrea 

Medders; Associate Director of Communication and Digital Media Lori Jhons; Photographer 

Jamie Martin 

Date of return: August 4  



 

Date of departure: August 7  

Destination:  Gulf Shores 

Purpose: Gulf State Park Project Committee Meeting 

Passengers:  Governor Ivey; EPO; Confidential Assistant Catherine Gayle Thrash; Chief of Staff 

Steve Pelham; Director of Finance Clinton Carter 

Date of return: August 7 

 

Date of departure:  August 8 

Destination:  Covington County 

Purpose: Covington County School Professional Development Day 

Passengers:  Governor Ivey; EPO; Confidential Assistant Catherine Gayle Thrash; Press 

Secretary Daniel Sparkman; Digital Media Director Gina Maiola; Photographer Jamie Martin 

Date of return: August 8 

 

Date of departure:  August 9 

Destination:  Mobile 

Purpose: Mobile Community Meeting 

Passengers:  Governor Ivey; Confidential Assistant Catherine Gayle Thrash; Special Assistant to 

the Chief of Staff Liz Filmore; Commissioner Chris Blankenship; Press Secretary Daniel 

Sparkman; Digital Media Director Gina Maiola; Photographer Jamie Martin 

Date of return: August 9 

 

Date of departure:  August 11 

Destination:  Point Clear 

Purpose: BCA 30
th

 Annual Conference 

Passengers:  Governor Ivey; EPO; Confidential Assistant Catherine Gayle Thrash 

Date of return: August 12 

 

Date of departure:  August 16 

Destination:  Huntsville 

Purpose: Huntsville Community Meeting 

Passengers:  Governor Ivey; Confidential Assistant Catherine Gayle Thrash; Press Secretary 

Daniel Sparkman; Director of Finance Clinton Carter; Economic Policy Advisor Baker Allen; 

Digital Media Director Gina Maiola; Photographer Jamie Martin 

Date of return: August 16 

 

Date of departure:  August 20 

Destination:  Birmingham 

Purpose: Alabama Governor’s Conference on Tourism 

Passengers:  Governor Ivey; EPO; Confidential Assistant Catherine Gayle Thrash; Press 

Secretary Daniel Sparkman; Photographer Jamie Martin 

Date of return: August 20 

 

 

 



Date of departure:  August 21 

Destination:  Vestavia Hills 

Purpose: 5
th

 Annual Reception for Senior Citizens 

Passengers:  Governor Ivey; EPO; Confidential Assistant Catherine Gayle Thrash; Press 

Secretary Daniel Sparkman; Photographer Jamie Martin 

Date of return: August 21 

 

Date of departure:  August 22 

Destination:  Huntsville 

Purpose: Cyber Camp Briefing & Announcement 

Passengers:  Governor Ivey; EPO; Confidential Assistant Catherine Gayle Thrash; Chief of Staff 

Steve Pelham, Associate Director of Communication and Digital Media Lori Jhons; Photographer 

Jamie Martin 

Date of return: August 22 

 

Date of departure:  August 23 

Destination:  Perdido Beach 

Purpose: ACCA 89
th

 Annual Convention 

Passengers:  Governor Ivey; EPO; Confidential Assistant Catherine Gayle Thrash; Press 

Secretary Daniel Sparkman; Digital Media Director Gina Maiola; Photographer Jamie Martin 

Date of return: August 23 

 

Date of departure:  August 26 

Destination:  Tuscaloosa 

Purpose: Funeral 

Passengers:  Governor Ivey; EPO; Director of Special Project Lee Sellers; Justice William 

Sellers  

Date of return: August 26 

 

Date of departure:  August 28 

Destination:  Birmingham 

Purpose: ADOL/Disability Job Fair; UA System Lunch 

Passengers:  Governor Ivey; EPO; Confidential Assistant Catherine Gayle Thrash;  

Date of return: August 28 

 

Date of departure:  August 29 

Destination:  Wixom, MI 

Purpose: Economic Development Project 

Passengers:  Secretary of Commerce Greg Canfield; Tommy Battle; Mark Yarborough; Chip 

Cherry; Hollie Pegg  

Date of return: August 29 

 

 

 

 

 



Date of departure:  August 30 

Destination:  Tuscaloosa 

Purpose: Tuscaloosa Community Meeting 

Passengers:  Governor Ivey; EPO; Confidential Assistant Catherine Gayle Thrash; Press 

Secretary Daniel Sparkman; Economic Policy Advisor Baker Allen; Digital Media Director Gina 

Maiola; Photographer Jamie Martin 

Date of return: August 30 

 

Date of departure: September 8  

Destination:  Birmingham 

Purpose: Birmingham Community Meeting 

Passengers:  Governor Ivey; Confidential Assistant Catherine Gayle Thrash; Press Secretary 

Daniel Sparkman; Economic Policy Advisor Baker Allen; Chief of Staff Steve Pelham; Deputy 

Chief of Staff Jon Bargainer; Photographer Sydney Foster 

Date of return: September 8 

 

Date of departure:  September 10 

Destination:  Perdido Beach 

Purpose: Alabama Forestry Association Chairman’s Club Dinner 

Passengers:  Governor Ivey; EPO; Confidential Assistant Catherine Gayle Thrash; Chief of Staff 

Steve Pelham 

Date of return: September 10 

 

Date of departure:  September 13 

Destination: Washington, D.C. 

Purpose: White House Forum on State-Federal Relations 

Passengers:  Chief of Staff Steve Pelham; Deputy Chief of Staff Jon Bargainer; Special 

Assistant to the Chief of Staff Liz Filmore 

Date of return: September 13 

 

Date of departure:  September 15 

Destination:  Anniston 

Purpose: Anniston Community Meeting 

Passengers:  Governor Ivey; EPO; Confidential Assistant Catherine Gayle Thrash; Director of 

ADECA Kenneth Boswell; Secretary of EMA Brian Hastings; Constituents Service Director 

Pam Bye 

Date of return: September 15 

 

Date of departure:  September 18 

Destination:  Chicago 

Purpose: RGA 

Passengers:  Governor Ivey; EPO; Confidential Assistant Catherine Gayle Thrash; Chief of Staff 

Steve Pelham 

Date of return: September 18 

 

 



Date of departure:  September 19 

Destination:  Geneva 

Purpose: Grand Opening of Geneva Career Technical Center 

Passengers:  Governor Ivey; EPO; Confidential Assistant Catherine Gayle Thrash; General 

Sheryl Gordon Digital Media Director Gina Maiola 

Date of return: September 19 

 

Date of departure:  September 20 

Destination:  Tuscaloosa then to Birmingham 

Purpose: Tuscaloosa- ARSEA/APEAL Annual Convention; Birmingham- BCA Chairman’ 

Dinner 

Passengers:  Governor Ivey; EPO; Confidential Assistant Catherine Gayle Thrash; Chief of Staff 

Steve Pelham 

Date of return: September 20 

 

Date of departure:  September 21 

Destination:  Tuscaloosa 

Purpose: Mercedes Benz Announcement  

Passengers:  Governor Ivey; EPO; Confidential Assistant Catherine Gayle Thrash; 

Communication Director Josh Pendergrass; Associate Director of Communication and Digital Media 

Lori Jhons; Photographer Jamie Martin  

Date of return: September 21 

 

Date of departure:  September 22 

Destination:  Point Clear 

Purpose: Manufacture Alabama  

Passengers:  Governor Ivey; EPO; Confidential Assistant Catherine Gayle Thrash; Associate 

Director of Communication and Digital Media Lori Jhons; Photographer Sydney Foster 

Date of return: September 22 

 

Date of departure:  September 26 

Destination:  Huntsville 

Purpose: Toyota Motor Manufacturing Event 

Passengers:  Governor Ivey; EPO; Confidential Assistant Catherine Gayle Thrash; 

Communication Director Josh Pendergrass; Digital Media Director Gina Maiola; Photographer 

Jamie Martin 

Date of return: September 26 

 

Date of departure:  September 27 

Destination:  Huntsville 

Purpose: Minority Women in STEM; Governor’s Update Chamber Luncheon 

Passengers:  Governor Ivey; EPO; Confidential Assistant Catherine Gayle Thrash; Chief of Staff 

Steve Pelham  

Date of return: September 27 

 

 



Date of departure:  September 29 

Destination:  Foley 

Purpose: South Baldwin Chamber event; Tour UTC Aerospace 

Passengers:  Governor Ivey; EPO; Confidential Assistant Catherine Gayle Thrash;  

Date of return: September 29 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 


